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SINCE the Spanish war first flared up in Africa,
many people have been misled into believing that
Morocco was the one vital factor on which the
Nationalists staked all thek hopes. This view is
quite mistaken as will appear later. But quite
apart from the fact that Franco took over command
of the African troops after their rising, his own
psychology and influence were clearly reflected in
Morocco, just as he himself reflected in his character
so many of the ideas which Morocco had given him.
After so many years with only one short return
visit, Franco had still not forgotten his old love,
nor was he any less welcome there than in the days
of his military triumphs. It is therefore essential,
in studying Franco, the man, as opposed to Franco,
the Nationalist, to consider the events immediately
leading up to the African rising.
The army in Africa were, as they had always been,
a law unto themselves, in spirit if not in effect.
The Popular Front Government were forced to
realise from the first that here at least an
indiscriminate policy of filling all the high positions
with thek own supporters might have dangerous
consequences. Accordingly they compromised as
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